~<es, I> 


Printed by Frederick Hall M.A. 
at the Clarendon Press 
Oxford England 


1924 


And sold by 
Humphrey Milford M.A. 
Publisher to the University: 
of Oxford 


Five hundred and fifty copies have been printed 
of which five hundred are for sale 


William Shenstone 
The School-Mstress, a Poem 


Ligjrane 


eyes STR yp, 


oe 


a 


EO EVE 


es 


mie > x 
i 


Fe 


(vit) 


The School-Mistress, a Poem first appeared in 
Shenstone’s Poems upon Various Occasions (Oxford, 
1 737). In that volume the poem consists of twelve 
stanzas, of which eleven (1-8 and 10-12) are sub- 
stantially the same as stanzas 2, 5, 12, 13, 16, 17, 
18, 20, and stanzas 25, 26, 27, of the version of 


1742; the ninth stanza of 1737 was dropped. 


In 1742 Shenstone issued the version here re- 
printed. He expanded the poem into one of twenty- 
eight stanzas, and added the Advertisement, the Index, 
and the Latin mottoes which appear on the half 
title and the title. 


This version was reprinted with little alteration 
(except the omission of the advertisement, the index, 
and one of the mottoes) in the first volume of 
Dodsley’s Collection of Poems by Several Hands in Three 
Volumes (1748). 

But in the second edition of that collection (also 


1748) a revised version was substituted; in this 


. 
( viii ) 
numerous verbal changes were made, and the poem 
was expanded to thirty-five stanzas. The advertise- 
ment (but not the imdex) was restored. Both the’ 
mottoes were dropped, as also were the Latin 
quotations formerly appended to the text—with this 
exception, that the Virgilian auditae voces etc., 
originally a note to stanza V, now became the 


motto of the whole poem. 


There are thus three distinct versions ; of which 
the first is an imperfect essay, and the third is easily 
accessible. ‘The notes appended to this reprint 
take no account of the readings of the earliest and 
latest versions except in so far as they throw light 


on the readings of the intermediate version. 


The poem has been set up from a copy in 
the editor’s possession, and the proofs read with 
Mr. T. J. Wise’s copy. The latter makes it certain 
that a perfect copy should have not only the half) 
title (generally lacking) but also a blank leaf pre- 
ceding the half-title. 


Two misprints have been corrected : maxima for 


maxime in the title-page; Her for che in XXII, 1. 
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Written at College, 1736. 


ie 

| H me! full forely is my Heart forlorn, 
A To think that Merit thus neglected lies ! 
While partial Fame doth with her Blafts adorn 
Such Deeds alone, as Pride and Pomp difguife ; 
Deeds of ill Sort, and mifchievous Emprife ! 
send me thy Trumpet, Goddefs ! let me try 
To found the Praife of Merit e’er it dies: 

such as I oft have chanced to efpy, 

Loft in the dreary Shades of dull Obfcurity. 


A 3 Il. 


II. 

In ev’ry Mart that ftands on Britain’s le, | 
In ev’ry Village lefs reveal’d to Fame, 
Dwells there, in Cottage known about a Mile, | 
A Matron old, whom we School-Miftre/+ name ; : 
Who boafts unruly Brats with Birch to tame: | 

They grieven fore in Durance vile y-pent, 
Aw’d by the Pow’r of uncontrouled Dame; 
And oft-times, on Vagaries idly bent, | 
For Hair unkempt, or Tafk unconn’d are forely fhent, 
III. 
And all in fight does rife a Birchen Tree, 
Which Learning near her little Dome did ftow, 
Whilom a Twig of {mall Regard to fee, | 
Tho’ now fo wide its waving Branches flow; i 

And work the fimple Vaffals mickle Woe: 
For not a Wind might curl the Leaves, that blew,’ 
But their Limbs fhudder’d, and their Pulfe beat low 
And as they look’d, they found their Horror gre | 
And fhap’d it into Rods, and tingled at the View. | 
* Nam [eu mobilibus vepris inborruit | 


Ad ventum foliis 
Et corde © genibus tremit. Hor. 


| IV. 
So have I feen (who has not, may conceive,) 


A lifelefs Phantom near a Garden plac’d: 
| So does it little Birds of Peace bereave, 


| 


Of Sport, of Song, of Pleafure, and Repaft : 


They ftart, they ftare, they wheel, they look aghaft : 
Sad Servitude! fuch comfortlefs Annoy 

| 

‘Ah! ne’er may Britain’s Sons, maturer, tafte ! 


Ne Super ftition clog their Dance of Joy, 


Ne Phantom empty, vain, éheir native Blifs deftroy. 
V. 

Nar to this Dome is found a Patch fo green, 

On which the Tribe their Gambols do difplay : 

Als at the Door impris’ning Board is feen, 

Left weakly Wights of {maller Size fhould ftray ; 

Eager, perdie, to bafk in Sun-fhine Day ! 

The Noifes intermix’d, which thence refound, 

Do Learning’s little Tenement betray :* 

Where fits the Dame, difguis’d in Look profound, 

And eyes her Fairy-throng, and turns her Wheel 
around. ' 


audite voces, vagitus © ingens, 
Infantumque anime flentes in limine primo. VIRG. 


* 


vir 
Her Cap, far whiter than the driven Snow, ~ 
Emblem right meet of Decency does yield : : 
Her Apron dy’d in Grain, as blue, I trow, 
As is the Hair-de/l that adorns the Field : 
And in her Hand, for Scepter, fhe wou’d wield 
Tway Birchen Sprays; with pallid Fear entwin’d, 
With dark Diftruft, and fad Repentance fill’d ; 
And keen Regret, and fharp Affliction join’d, ~ 
And Vengeance uncontroul’d,and Difcipline unkind. j ¢ 

VIL. 
Few but have ken’d, in Semblaunce meet pourtray’d, : 
The childifh Faces of old Eo/s Train, 
Libs, Notus, Aufler; thefe in Frowns array’d, 
How then would fare or Earth, or Sky, or Main, 
Were the ftern Pow’r to give his Slaves the Rein? 
And were not She rebellious Minds to quell, 
And were not She her Statutes to maintain, _ 
The Cot no more, I ween, were judg’d the Cell - 
Where lovely Peace of Mind, and decent Order dwell. 


at Fulgores nunc terrificos, [onitumque metumque 
Mifcebant operi, flammifque fequacibus iras. VIRG. 


| VIL. 
T he Gown, which o’er her Shoulders ehtoum the had, 
Was Ruffet-ftuff, (who knows not Ruffet-ftuff?) 
Great Comfort to her Mind that fhe was clad 

In Texture of her own, all ftrong and tough, 

Ne did fhe e’er complain, ne deem it rough ; 

And, ein I trow, her Pupils all around, 

Thro’ pious Awe, did term it fine enough: 

For they with gaping Wonderment abound, 

And think, no doubt, fhe been the greateft Wight on 
| Ground. IX. 

Albeit ne Flatt’ry did corrupt her Truth, * 

Ne pompous Title did debauch her Ear: 

Goody, Good-woman, Goffip, Dame, Forfooth, ° 
Or N’aunt, the fole Additions fhe did hear: < 

Yet thefe fhe challeng’d, the/e fhe held right dear: © 
Ne wou’d efteem him a& as did behove, 

Who did not honour’d Eld with thefe revere; ~ 
For Title is there none fo mean doth prove, ° 

But there is eke a Mind which doth that Title love. © 
X. 


NG 
One antient Hen fhe took delight to feed, 
The plodding Pattern of this bufy Dame! 
Which, ever and anon, as fhe had need, 
Into her School, begirt with Chickenn came ; 
Such Favour did her paft Bopernuns claim : 
And if Neg/e@ had lavifh’d on the Ground 
Fragment of Bread, fhe ftill did hoard the fame: 
For well fhe knew, and quaintly cou’d expound 
TheChicken-feeding Pow’r of ev’ryCrumb fhefound, 

x | 
In Elbow-chair, like that of Scozi/h Stem 
By the fharp Tooth of cank’ring Eld defac’d, 
In which, when he receives his Diadem, 
Our fovereign Lord and liefeft Liege is plac’d, 
The Matron fate; and fome with Rane fhe grac’d, 
The Source of Children’s, and of Courtier’s Pride: 
Redrefs’d Affronts, for vile Affronts there pafs’d, 
And warn’d’em not the Fretful to deride, 
But love each other dear, whatever them betide. 


XII. 


| 

| Dale 

| Right well the knew each Temper to defery, 

| To thwart the Proud, and the Submifs to raife : 

| Some with wile Copper Prize exalt on high, 

And fome entice with Pittance {mall of Praife: 

_And other Sorts with baleful Spriggs affrays. 

| Ev’n abfent She the Reins of Pow’r doth hold, 

: While with quaint Arts the giddy Crowd fhe {ways, 

Forewarn’d, if little Bird their Tricks behold, 

| "Twill whifper in her Ear, and all the Scene unfold. 

XH. 

: Lo ! now with State fhe utters the Command ! 

Eftfoons the Urchins to their Tafks repair : 

Their Books of Stature fmall take they in Hand, 
Which with pellucid Horn fecured are; 
To fave from Finger wet the Letters fair: 
The Work fo quaint that on their Backs is feen, 
St. George’s high Atchievements does declare: — 
On which thilk Wight that has y-gazing been, 
Kens the forth-coming Rod, unpleafingSight, I ween. 

XIV. 


XIV. 
*O ruthful Scene! when from a Nook obfcure 
His little Sifter does his Perils fee: 
All playful Me fhe fate, fhe grows demure, 
She finds, with his, her wonted Spirits flee ; 


She meditates a Prayer to fet him free: 


Nor gentle Pardon cou’d the Dame deny 

(If gentle Pardon cou’d with Dames agree) 

To her fad Grief, which {wells in either Eye, 

And wrings her fo, that all for Pity fhe cou’d die. 
XV. 

Nor longer cou’d fhe now her Shrieks command, 

Which foon difclos’d the Place of her Retire: | 

And forth fhe rufh’d, and with prefumptuous Hand 

Arrefts the Rod; fo Friendfhip does infpire ! 

On me, fhe cries, on me convert your Ire: 

Him {pare, fr He no greater Crime did know, 

Than fond Compliance with my vain Defire —— 

Whimp’ring fhe fighs, the Tears begin to flow, 


And give aLoofe at laft to unavailing Woe. 


* 


tum vero exterritus, amens, 

Conclamat Nifus: nec fe celare tenebris 

Amplius, aut tantum potuit perferre dolorem. 

Me, me, adfum, qui feci, in me convertite ferrum ; 

O! Rutuli, mea fraus omnis: nihil ifte, nec aufus, 

Nec potuit, celum hoc & confcia fidera teftor, 

Tantum infelicem nimium dilexit amicum. VIRG. 


XVI. 


But ah! what Pen his woeful Plight can trace, 


Or what Device his loud Laments explain ! 
| The Form uncouth of his difguifed Face! 
The pallid Hue that dyes his Looks amain ! 


_ The plenteous Show’r that does his Cheek diftain! 


| When he in abje& wife implores the Dame, 

| Ne hopeth ought of {weet Reprieve to gain; 

| Or when from high fhe levels well her Aim, 

| And thro’ the Thatch his Cries each falling Stroke 
| proclaim. XVII. 

_ The other Tribe, aghaft, with fore Difmay, 

F Attend, and conn their Tafks with mickle Care: 

| By turns, aftony’d, ev’rich Twig furvey, 

- And from their Fellow’s uncouth Wounds beware : 
_ Knowing, I wift, how each the fame may fhare: 
Till Fear has taught ’em a peer inet meet, 

| And to the well-known Cheft the Dame repair, 

# BWihence oft with fugar’d Cates fhe doth them greet, 
| And Gingerbread y-rare, now, certes, doubly fweet. 


XIX. 


XVIII. 
See ! to their Seats all hie with merry Glee, 
And in befeemly Order fitten there ! 
All, but the Wight of Bum y-galled, he 
Abhors both Bench,and Stool,andFourm, anemia | 
(This Hand in Mouth y-fix’d, that rends his Hair:) | 
And eke with Snubs profound, and heaving Breatt, | 


Convulfions intermitting! does declare 

His grievous Wrong, his Dame’s unjuft Beheft, 

And fcorns her proffer’d Love, and fhuns to be ca- | 
refs’d. XIX. 

His Face befprent with liquid Cryftal fhines, 


His blooming Face, that feems a purple Flow’r*, 
Which low to Earth its drooping Head declines, | 
There {mear’d, and fully’d by aSummer’s Show’r; | 


The piteous Slave of Eo/us’s Pow’r ! 

All, all but He, the Author of it’s Shame, 
All, all but He, regret it’s ruthful Stour :+ : 
Yet hence the Youth, and hence the Flow’r fhall i 


{claim, 3 


If fo I deem aright, tranfcending Worth and Fame. | 


* Purpureus veluti cum flos fuccifus aratro : 
Languefcit moriens, laffove papavera collo ; 
Demifere caput, pluvia cum forte gravantur. ViRG, { 


7 Stour, Affault. ; 


eR eee ete edie te) * ocr 


XX. 


Behind fome Door in melancholy Thought, 
Mindlefs of Food, he, dreary Caitiff, pines ; 
Ne for his Fellow’s Joyaunce careth ought, 
But to the Winds all Merriment refigns; 


And deems it Shame if he to Peace inclines: 


And many a fullen Look afkaunce is fent, 

Which for his Dame’s Annoyance he defigns: 

And ftill the more to pleafure him fhe’s bent, 

The more doth he, perverfe, her Haviour patft refent. 

XXI. 

Ah me! how much I fear left Pride it be! 

But if that Pride it 4e, which thus infpires, 

Beware, ye Dames, with nice Difcernment fee 

Ye quench not too the Sparks of nobler Fires! 

‘Ah! better far than all the Mufe’s Lyres, 

‘Than Coward Art, is Valour’s gen’rous Heat ; 

The firm, fix’d Breaft, which ft and right requires, 

Like Vernon’s Patriot Soul, more nobly great 

Than Craft, that pimps for III, or flow’ry falfe Deceit. 
XXII. 


XXII. 
Soft fleep the Duft of her deferving Shade, 


Whofe early Care, 4—/e, attemper’d thee ! 

And knew what Mind mutt give his Britons Aid, 

And knew what Brea/ff, preferve a Nation free, 

Thanklefs, to her no Statues to decree ! 

So long as Parties in thy Praife unite, 

So long as Mufes in thy Fame agree, 

Soft fleep her Duft; her Soul has took its Flight 

Whither the Souls do fly of thofe that aét aright. | 
XXIII. 


Yet {prung from Birch, what dazling Fruits appear! 


*Ev'n now fagacious Forefight points to fhew 
A little Bench of heedlefs Bifhops here, 


And therea Chancellor in Embryo; 
Or Bard, fublime, if Bard may e’er be fo, 


Tho’ now he crawl all on the Ground fo low, 

Nor weeting how the Mu/e fhou’d foar on high, 

Withes, poor ftarv’ling Elf! his Paper-Kite may fly. 
* convalle virenti 


Inclufas animas fuperumque ad lumen ituras 
Luftrabat. VIRG. 


XXIV. | 
“And fome there be, (ah, Pity fome there be!) 
Brimful of Jeft, and Merriment, and Play, 


) Each one as brifk, as promifing, to fee, 


As he fhall note that feeks a Summer’s Day, 
Yet muft in Wi/dom’s Mazes lofe their Way ! 
Defpifing Books (ah, who wou’d Books oes !) 


oil Folly lead them countlefs Leagues aftray : 

“And many a one, mature, all heedlefs tries 

To leap a fix-barr’d Gate,and tumbles down, and dies. 

: XXV. 

) But fee, the Hour of Pleafaunce draweth near, 

‘And forth they ufher debonnair and gay, 

And, ftanding on the Green, with jocund Leer, 

Salute the Stranger pafling on his Way: 

Some builden fragile Tenements of Clay : 

Some to the ftanding Lake their Courfes bend, 

With Pebbles fmooth at Duck and Drake to play ; 

Thilk to the Huxter’s fav’ry Cottage tend, 

In Paftry Kings and Queensth’ allotted Mite to {pend. 
B XXVI. 


XXVI. 
Here, as each Seafon yields a diff’rent Store, 
Each Seafon’s Stores in order ranged been ; 
Apples, with Cabbage-net y-cover’d 0’er, 
Galling full fore th’unmoney’d Wight, are feen ; 
And Goofe-b’rie clad in Liv’ry red and green ; 
And here, of lovely Dye, the Cath’rine Pear, 


Fine Pear ! as lovely for thy Juice, I ween; 


O may no Wight e’er pennylefs come there, P| 
Left {mit with ardent Love he pine with hopelef@ 
Care ! XXVII. : 
See Cherries here, e’er Cherries yet abound, 
With Thread fo white in lufcious Bundles ty’d, 
Scatt’ring, like blooming Maid, their Glances rounds 
*With pamper’d Looks draw little Eyes afide ! 
Thefe muft be bought, tho’ Penury betide: — 
The Plumb all azure, and the Nut all brown, 
The purple Grape, and here thofe Capes are {py’d | 


Whofe honour’d Name, th’ inventive City own, 


Rend’ring thro’ Britain’s Ile Sa/opia’s Praifes knownt.. 


* 


ingentes oculo retorto. 
Spectat acervos. + Shrewfbury-Cakes. 


| XXVIII. 
‘Admir’d Salopia! that with venial Pride 
Views her fair Form in Severn’s lucid Wave; 


‘Fam’d for a Race of Sons in Battle try’d, 


‘Their Minds as loyal, as their Breafts were brave; 
‘Ah, midft the reft, may Flowrets grace 4s Grave, 
‘Whofe Art did firft thefe dulcet Cates difplay; 


vA Motive fair to Learning’s Imps he gave, 


‘Who cheerlefs o’er her darkling Region ftray, 
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[NTRODUCTION. Stanza 1. 


The Subje? propos d. fica: 


_ A Circumftance in the Situation of the Manfion of 
early Difcipline, di/covering the furprizing In- 
fluence of the Connection of Ideas. i ae 


A Simile ; introducing a Deprecation of the jie i 
Effects of Bigotry, avd Superttition. : 


Some Peculiarities indicative of a Country School, 
with a fhort Sketch of the Sovereign prefiding 
over it. fos: 


Some Account of her Night-Cap, Apron, and a tre- 
mendous Defcription of her Birchen Scepter. ft. 6: 


A Parallel Inflance of the Advantages of legal Go- 
_ vernment, with ae to Children and the 


Wind. ft. 7. 
Her Gown. ft. 8. 
Her Titles, and punttilious Nicety in the Ceremont- 

ous Affertion of them. fies: 


A 


PONY Dee 


A Digreffion concerning her Hen’s prefumptuous Be- 
haviour, with a Circumflance tending to give the 
cautious Reader a more accurate Idea of the off- 
cious Diligence and Oeconomy of an old Woman. 


ft. 10. 


A view of this rural Potentate as /eated in her Chair 
of State, conferring Honours, diffributing Boun- 
ties, and difperfing Proclamations. Aw IP 


Her Policies. fte/ 12} 


The Aétion of the Poem commences with a general 
Summons: follows a particular Defcription of 
the artful StruGure, Decoration, and Fortifica- 
tions of an Horn-Bible. PO ae 


A furprizing Piture of fifterly Affedtion, by way 
of Epifode. ft. Ege 


A fhort Lift of the Methods now in ufe, to avoid a 
Whipping—which neverthele/s follows. ft. 16. 


The Force of Example. | ee 


A Sketch of the particular Symptoms of Obftinacy, 
as they difcover themfelves in a Child; with a 
Simile illuftrating a blubber’d Face. ft. 18, 19,20. 


A. Hint of great Importance. {t4z1- 


The Piety of the Poet, in relation to that School- 
Dame's Memory who had the firft Formation of 
a certain Patriot. it 22. 


The 


Pr oONOD UE XxX. 


The Jecret Connettion betwixt Whipping, and Rifing 
in the World, with a View as it were through a 
Per/pethve of the fame little Fo/k in the higheft 


Pofts and Reputations. fl; 23. 
An Account of the Nature of an Embryo-Fox- 
Hunter. its aan 
A Deviaiton to an Huxter’s Shop; ft. 26. 


which being continued for the Space of two Stan- 
zas, gives the Author an Opportunity of paying 
his Compliments to a particular County, which he 
gladly ferzes : concluding his Piece with refpeciful 
Mention of the Antient and Loyal City of Shrews- 
bury. 
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NOTES 
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| 1737 = Poems upon Various Occasions 1737 
1742 = the version here reprinted 
17481 = Dodsley’s Collection, Vol. I, first edition 1748 


91748? = ———___—_—_————— second edition 1748 


Halftitle tener... ac|tenens ». . ac (den. I. 57) 
Title maxime| maxima 1742, 1748 (Odes IV. 16) 
A3 Written at College, 1736] in 1742 only 


DOINIG57 Fe... He 1742, 17487: she... she 17487 (But 17487 
removes Eolus.) 


XX 3 = «Fellow’s 1742: fellow’s 17487: fellows 1737, 1748 * 


XXII 1 the 17481: Her 1742. The stanza is not in the earliest nor 
in the latest version. I conjecture that Shenstone meant to alter 
her deserving Shade to Her deserving Shade, and that the correction 
was misunderstood. But Mr. I. A. Williams tells me that a copy of 
1742 exists in which Heris corrected to-the in Shenstone’s own hand. 


XXVI 5 and green 1742, 1748": or green 1737, 1748? 
XXVII8 Name 1742, 17487: Names 1737: names 1748 ? 


‘ Vad. Boum vet. 
t.0Me1a Septentrionalis, |z.Caltrum. |3-OMmeia Auftralis. 
Give Locus Regalig,vulgo Rewly! 
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